
 

Healthy Habitats 
in the Burnett Mary Region  

Workshops June to December 2010 
 

The Healthy Habitats program is running workshops for Land for 
Wildlife members and the broader community from June through to 
December. 

Healthy Habitats is a program focused on protecting and enhancing 
threatened ecological communities and EPBC listed plant and 
animal species. 

All workshops are FREE for Land for Wildlife members and 
participants of other programs supported by the Burnett Mary 
Regional Group. 

To ensure you don’t miss out, please RSVP at your earliest 
convenience. 

Native Bee Workshop - Bundaberg and Monto 
A research scientist for CSIRO Entomology, Tim Heard has 
maintained a passionate interest in Australia’s native bees since 
1985.  
In this workshop, Tim will use illustrated lectures to demonstrate 
the biology of stingless bees, their importance in natural and agro-
ecosystems and their use by humans. 
He will intersperse the lectures with practical sessions on how to 
rescue stingless bees, how to split their hives and to extract the 
honey.  
If you are interested in purchasing a hive of native stingless bees, 
have a look at Tim’s website and contact him directly, 
http://www.sugarbag.net  
 
If you have a colony of bees in a log and you would like to transfer 
it to a box, then Tim could use this for his demonstration.  
Contact BMRG (4181 2999) if you wish to offer your log hive for 
this demonstration.  
Numbers are limited. Lunch included   
Monto Workshop Saturday September 11 th  
(RSVP by September 5 th 2010) 
Bundaberg Workshop Saturday November 27 th  

 
 
Water Mouse Surveys - Coonarr 
The Water Mouse (Xeromys myoides) is a small burrowing native 
rodent that inhabits mangrove communities and adjacent tidal flats 
feeding on crabs, molluscs and other invertebrates.  
The Water Mouse is listed as a ‘vulnerable’ species as it is directly 
and indirectly under threat from coastal development, industrial 
expansion and feral animal predation. 
Based on habitat modelling, the Coonar tidal and mangrove 
wetlands are likely to contain populations of Water Mouse.  
No surveys have been done in this area before and BMRG are very 
interested to assess these sites for incidence of Water Mouse, as 
per priority recommendations from the recovery plan. 
Field surveys will include ground searching for nest structures and 
limited trapping, both for evidence of prey species and for Xeromys 
myoides. Infra-red camera use for field surveys will also be 
covered. 
Coonar: August 2010 
Thursday 19 th and Friday 20 th August 
Morning Tea and lunch provided 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Martin Fingerland Threatened local native 
species workshop 
Geckos Wildlife presenter Martin Fingerland is 
visiting the region to present some real life local 
threatened species.  
This presentation will give landholders and 
community members a chance to meet some of 
our most loved native wildlife and will give a good 
idea what sights and sounds to look out for to 
determine if your property is habitat for these 
species.  
Geckos Wildlife have a long-term commitment to 
conservation and many of their animals contribute 
to captive breeding programs. A percentage of 
funds generated through their business are 
channelled directly into rare and threatened 
species conservation. 
 
Numbers are limited . Morning Tea included 
Bundaberg  Saturday August 7 th 1:30pm-3pm 
Wondai Saturday September 18 th 1:30pm-3pm 
 

 

Wetlands Assessment Technique Workshop 
Do you have a wetland on your property or close 
to where you live that you would like to become 
more involved in conserving?  
The Wetland Assessment Technique, designed by 
WetlandCare Australia,  provides a rapid 
assessment and snapshot of a wetlands health 
and condition. Very practical to use, this workshop 
will cover the theory of wetland health indices and 
then move into the field to carry out an 
assessment. Electronic and hardcopy Manuals will 
be available for participants, which include field 
sheets and easy to follow instructions for you to 
continue conducting your own assessments. 
Morning tea and lunch provided 
Hervey Bay Workshop: Friday August 27 th 9am 
– 3pm 
Monto Workshop: Friday September 17 th 9am – 
3pm 
 
GPS and field data collection techniques 
This course is aimed at the individual wanting to 
learn more about GPS use and it’s applications in 
the field. We will cover some theory of GPS (not 
heavy!), a review of navigational techniques, 
practical uses and features and functions. You will 
also learn how to download/upload GPS units to 
computer and relevant software. We will then 
spend time in the field practicing what we have 
learnt and honing our GPS techniques. This 
workshop will also cover infra-red camera use for 
field work and will look at collection of basic field 
data.  
Please advise if you have your own GPS (don’t 
forget to bring the cords for upload/download onto 
the computer).   
Morning/Afternoon tea and lunch provided 
Maryborough Workshop: Wednesday August 
4th (9am-4pm) and Thursday August 5 th (Field 
day, 9am-2pm) 
Monto Workshop: Thursday September 9 th 
(8am-4pm) and Friday  September 10 th (Field 
day, 9am-2pm) 

 

To ensure a place at your interested workshop 
please contact Rachael Nasplezes at the 

Burnett Mary Regional Group on: 

TELEPHONE: 07 4181 2999 

WEB: www.bmrg.org.au  

           


