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Canberra/Booderee Ranger Exchange 

The Rangers arrived in Canberra for the first leg of our 

journey and met with Aaron Briscoe and his 

colleagues. We gave them an update on our ranger 

program as part of our presentation. The presentation 

was warmly received and we hope that our 

presentation will provide positive feedback for our 

organisation. 

Tuesday 

We then travelled to 

Jervis Bay and booked into our motel. The next day 

we met with Scott Suridge and he introduced us to 

our counterparts in Booderee National Park. We were 

then taken to the Botanical Gardens in the middle of 

the National Parkwhere we were introduced  to the 

manager,  Bernie McLeod . Bernie is the third 

generation to work for the Botanical Gardens. His 

grandfather worked there as did his fathereach 

generation doing a wonderful job.  The guided tour he 

gave us took us to where they are trying to re-

establish a rainforest on the border of the Botanical 

Gardens. They have two Bunya pine growing in the 

garden and some information pertaining to the Bunya 

 pine. They let us try some sarsaparilla bush, 

explaining that 

its vitamin C 

content (one 

leaf) was 

equivalent to 9 

oranges. The old 

men carried 

supplies of this bush when travelling. This is a great  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

garden with a great connection. 

We then had lunch with them and then were taken to 

Green Patch, a camping ground, where they showed 

us their facilities and the nearby beaches. They 

showed us Bowen Island which is the home of ten 

thousand penguins. Unfortunately there were no 

penguins to be seen. Bernie then took us to the Wreck 

Bay Aboriginal Community 

to a lookout near their 

cemetery. This place is 

commonly known as the 

403, which pertains to 

the acreage it covers. He 

then took us for a drive along the cliff tops to have a 

look at some water caves. 

Wednesday 

On Wednesday we were shown the Booderee 

National Park Ranger training program. Booderee N.P. 

has thirty rangers and another twenty community 

engagement employees through their contractual 

arrangements.  The community tenders for contracts 

within Booderee N.P. This arrangement works very 

well and provides much needed employment for 

community members. 

In the afternoon we were taken by Martin (Ranger) 

and a contractor to have a look at the facilities and 

signage. The facilities and signage are managed by 

contractors and they  also do road works and track 

maintenance. We were taken to the old lighthouse 

and shown rennovations and works in progress 

around the now unused lighthouse.  At this stage we 

all wanted to send in our resignations so we couldstay 

in Booderee N.P. 
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Thursday 

We were taken out on the boat to have a look at 

Bowen Island and some of the waterways that the 

Booderee rangers  look after. I must add that 

Booderee N.P. is a Marine Park as well as a National 

Park. The Marine Park has been accredited with the 

whitest sand of all the beaches on the East Coast. It is 

also an international 

award winner of a 

prestigious award in 

London for land 

management. We were 

then taken to have 

lunch with the whole 

Ranger Group from Booderee N.P. That morning they 

had to complete their fire training walk with 

backpacks. Administration staffs also attended as fire 

is a big threat to their habitats and an all hands on 

deck approach has been adopted by Management of 

the National Park. The rangers were then given a 

couple of hours to sight see 

and do some fishing.  

Friday 

The Rangers were dragged 

kicking and screaming into the 

vehicle on Friday morning to 

head to Sydney to check out 

the Rocks Discovery Museum and to attend a tour 

arranged for us by Sydney Learning Adventures. Our 

guide, Binowee 

Bayles, took us for a 

Rocks Dreaming tour 

around the foreshores 

of the southern part of 

the harbour. Binowee 

herself is a local Wakka Wakka woman from Eidsvold 

and Theodore. She did a wonderful job and has 

inspired the boys to become Cultural guides. The 

Rocks Discovery 

Museum has an 

indigenous section and 

we were taken through 

this by the Manager 

Chris Murphy.  It 

contained touch screens 

and also voice overs and recordings. It also contained 

an elder talking in the local language and then 

repeating it in English. It had numerous recordings of 

the early colonial history and the 

building of the harbour bridge as 

well as recordings of the Elders 

from the local area.  

This was a fantastic trip and the 

things we learned will no doubt 

help us on our road to achieving 

our goals.   

Introduction and Booderie Experience �t Brian Law 

Hello everyone, my name is Brian Law, I am one of the 

new Murri Rangers. 

I was born and raised in Eidsvold and I have worked 

on various cattle stations and in the mining sector. 

I am really enjoying being a Murri Ranger, working as 

part of a team, gaining more knowledge and a greater  

understanding of our culture and enjoy sharing our 

culture with the wider community. 

Currently, in partnership with the Queensland Parks 

and Wildlife Service, we are 
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Bunya Mountains, doing 

weed control, identifying 

weed problems, fire control, 

track work and pig trapping. 

In September we were invited on a trip to Booderie 

National Park. What captured me about the park was, 

it is the only Aboriginal Owned Botanic Gardens in 

Australia. Visitors can learn about bush tucker, plants 

and their medicinal useand policy, procedures, 

structure and infrastructure of Booderie National 

Park. 

Booderie National Park is jointly managed between 

the Wreck Bay Aboriginal community and the 

Australian Government Director of National Parks. 

QLD Landcare Awards 

Congratulations to the 

Bunya Mountains Elders 

Council and Rangers 

team for winning the 

Leighton Holdings 

Indigenous award at the Queensland Landcare 

Awards on the 7th of September. Lurlene 

Henderson travelled to Brisbane Government 

House to collect the award. BMEC will now be 

automatically nominated for the National award. 


