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Welcome to the third newsletter from the 

Coordination Group. We have a lot to tell you about 

since November 2009.  
 

Bunya Murri Rangers 
 

As most of you will already know, the Murri Rangers 

officially started work on the Bunya Mountains on 

the 4
th
 of January 2010. The successful Murri Ranger 

candidates were: Cyril Bligh, Maurice Mickelo, 

Vincent Law and Scott Bligh. Daniel McConnell took 

on the role of Ranger Coordinator for the first six 

weeks until a permanent Coordinator could be 

recruited.   

 

Many thanks to Daniel for his amazing effort in 

getting the Murri Rangers geared up and working 

together.  

 

 

 
 

The Murri Rangers now have a new Coordinator, 

James Newman. James is a Wiradjuri man from New 

South Wales and comes to the project with extensive 

experience. Welcome James! 

 

The Murri Rangers have already had a significant 

impact on the maintenance of the unique Bunya 

Mountains environment. Their on ground works are 

particularly noticeable at Westcott where preservation 

of a grassy bald has commenced through removal of 

over 2 hectares of encroaching Acacia shrubs.  

 
The rangers have also been busy being inducted into 

the workplace including cultural inductions by 

several of the Elders. 

 

The recent weather on the mountain has also provided 

plenty of opportunity for chain-saw work clearing 

roads and walking tracks. 

 

Formal training has commenced with the completion 

of the senior first aid certificate and a chemical safety 

course called ACDC. These units count towards the 

Certificate III in Conservation and Land Management 

which the Rangers should complete by the end of 

2010. 

 

 

 
 
December Governance Forum 
 

On the 9
th
 and 10

th
 of December 2009 there was a 

Governance Forum held at the Bunya Mountains. 

Those who attended worked on the development of 

an Indigenous Governance group to guide projects on 

the mountains. There was a lot of discussion on 

Traditional Custodian relationships and the 

development of Terms of Reference for the group.  

 

People from four primary Traditional Custodian 

groups (Wakka Wakka, Djak-unde, Barrungum, 

Jarowair) also discussed their values and aspirations 

for the Bunya Mountains Caring for Country Plan. 

 

 
 
 
 

Figure 2 ïFrom Left: Scott Bligh and new Ranger 
Coordinator James Newman at work with the GPS units. 

Figure 1 ï From Left: Murri Rangers Maurice Mickelo, Cyril 
Bligh, Vincent Law and Scott Bligh, Back: Coordinator 
Ranger Daniel McConnell. 
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Indigenous Heritage Program 
 

On the 19
th
 of February, the Burnett Mary Regional 

Group submitted another application for funding on 

behalf of Traditional Custodians with connections to 

the Bunya Mountains. Uncle Mal Collinge even got 

on a plane to Canberra to discuss the application! 

 

The purpose of the project is to record primary 

Aboriginal knowledge about the Indigenous cultural 

heritage and spiritual significance of the Bunya 

Mountains. This will help to maintain and renew the 

spiritual energy of the Bunya Mountains (where the 

ancestors live on) and honour caring for country 

obligations.  

 

If the submission is successful, a professional 

knowledge recorder will conduct óonô and óoffô 

country oral recordings with traditional knowledge 

holders and visiting Aboriginal groups, as directed by 

the Bunya Mountains Elders Council.  

 

The knowledge recording will take place with the 

assistance of existing Murri Rangers. Some 

Aboriginal paid work experience recording students 

will also help.   

 

This project will also focus on transferring 

Indigenous knowledge about the cultural and spiritual 

significance of the Bunya Mountains between 

generations. This will be achieved by conducting a 

cultural camp on country where Traditional 

Custodians and their families can share stories and 

reconnect with the Bunya Mountains.  

 

The Bunya Mountains Elders Council will also help 

to develop interpretive signage about key significant 

sites. These signs will aid in building knowledge of, 

and respect for Aboriginal culture amongst the 

200,000 tourists that visit the mountains each year. 

 

 

 

 
 

It is not known whether the application has been 

successful yet. The program is very competitive, so 

fingers crossed. 

  
Governance Forum February 23 and 24 
 
In February the Governance group met again on the 

mountain to continue discussions on an appropriate 

and inclusive governance structure, terms of reference 

and the Caring for Country NRM Plan. The group 

decided that they will be called the Bunya Mountains 

Council of Elders.  

 

A highlight of the meeting was a presentation from 

the Bunya Murri Rangers. The Rangers all talked 

about their experience on the mountain since starting 

work in January. 

 

 

 
 

 

Ken Markwell facilitated discussions with the 

Governance group about the Caring for Our Country 

NRM Plan. The discussion focussed on the content 

and structure of the plan, as well as images that the 

group would like to see included. Some interesting 

historical photos were previewed for inclusion in the 

plan.  Ken is hoping to have a final draft for the 

Council of Elders to comment on by early May. 

 

On the last day of the forum, the group made a visit to 

Westcott Camping area to check out all the work the 

rangers had done on the bald there. It was a good 

opportunity to take photos too.    

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 ï From left: Maurice Mickelo, Scott Bligh, Cyril 
Bligh, Vincent Law, James Newman, Front: Russell Fairfax, 

checking out some vegetation maps. 

Figure 3 ï The Murri Rangers and Martin Berrier at work 
(Westcott Camping area) 
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The Governance group also voted on the artwork for 

use in the Caring for Our Country Action Plan. The 

works submitted in the competition were all of a very 

high standard.  

 

The Governance group decided on a piece by Cynthia 

Willmott. As the first prize winner, Cynthia will 

receive a $500 cash prize and have her artwork 

displayed throughout the Caring for Our Country 

Action Plan. Well Done Cynthia!!!  

 

Congratulations also to Melinda Serico for her 

beautiful artwork.   

 

 
 
Artwork submitted by Melinda Serico 

 
 
 
Next Meeting  
 

The next governance forum is planned for early May. 

At this meeting the governance structure will be 

finalised and the draft of the Caring for Our Country 

NRM Plan will be reviewed. Invitations and Agendas 

will be sent out closer to the date. 

 

  

Coming Events 
 
Between April 12

th
 and 16

th
, the Rangers and several 

of the Bunya Elders will be going to Melbourne to 

attend the Healthy Parks Healthy People International 

Congress. Apart from the world class speakers at the 

congress there will also be an opportunity to catch up 

with other Indigenous Ranger groups funded through 

the Working on Country Program. 

 

Thanks 
 

A big thank you to Holly Ahern for her valued 

contribution to the Bunya projects over the past year. 

We wish you well in your new position and will all 

miss the Bunya Fruitcake!  

 

Figure 5 ï Back row (from left): James Newman, Jimal Wilmott, 
Tom Henderson, Martin Berrier, Kelvin Quinn, Dave Calland 

Middle row: (from left) Aunty Yvonne Chapman, Holly Ahern, 
Aunty Lillian Colonel, Liz Wren, Aunty Lurlene Henderson, 
Aunty Beryl Gambrill, Rachel Lyons, Uncle Mal Collinge,  

Front row: (from left) Maurice Mikelo, Cyril Bligh, Scott Bligh 
and Vincent Law.  

The winning design by Cynthia Willmott 

 


